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Cabinet Design

Measurement Guide

10 Simple Steps to Accurately Measure Your Kitchen for Cabinets

Accurate measurements are the foundation of a well-designed kitchen or other areas of your home. Whether you're planning a full
remodel or simply upgrading your cabinetry, taking precise measurements ensures a seamless fit and helps our designers create a
layout tailored to your space. Follow this simple step-by-step guide to measure your room like a pro! Let’s get started.

Gather Your Tools

Before you begin, make sure you have the right tools on hand.
You'll need a tape measure, a notepad, a pencil, and a straight-
edge or ruler. Having a smartphone or camera is also helpful for
taking reference photos.

[Note] You can find additional easy-to-use measurement tools
at the end of this document.

« Tape measure — A retractable tape measure (25 ft or longer)
is ideal.

« Graph paper or a notepad — Helps keep your measurements
organized.

« Pencil and eraser — Easy to adjust as you measure.

« Straightedge or ruler — For drawing clean, precise lines on your
sketch.

« Smartphone or camera — Take photos of your space to
reference later.

Start by drawing a rough outline of your kitchen or the room
you’re measuring. This doesn’t have to be perfect—just a sim-
ple bird’s-eye view that includes the shape of the room, walls,
and major structural features. Label each wall for reference.

[Note] You can find additional easy-to-use measurement
tools at the end of this document.

« Draw the shape of the room — Include all walls, doors, and
windows.
« Label each wall — Number or name each wall for reference.

« Mark major features — Indicate any built-ins, openings, or
structural elements.

Room Dimensions

Using your tape measure, record the length of each wall from
corner to corner. Measure the height of the room from floor to
ceiling. Note any variations in wall lengths, especially if your
space isn’t perfectly square.

« Measure wall lengths — From one corner to the next. Include if
the wall is pre- or post-drywall.

« Check ceiling height — Measure from floor to ceiling in multiple
places.

« Note any variations — If walls or ceilings are uneven, mark
these details.

Locate Doors & Windows

Measure the width and height of all doors and windows. Be sure
to include their distance from the floor, ceiling, and adjacent
walls. Don’t forget to note which direction doors swing open, as
this can impact cabinet placement.

« Measure door and window width — From outer trim to outer
trim.

« Measure height — From the floor to the top of the opening.

« Mark the swing direction — Indicate which way doors open.

« Distance from walls — Measure from each door/window edge
to the nearest wall or corner.
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dentify Fixed Features ?

Mark down the location of appliances/appliance outlets,
electrical outlets, switches, plumbing connections, and
vents. Measure how far they are from walls and corners. This
ensures that cabinets and countertops don’t interfere with
essential fixtures.

» Plumbing locations — Mark water lines, sinks, and dish
washers.

« Electrical outlets & switches — Note outlet heights and
switch placements.

« Vents & ducts — Measure air returns and ceiling vents.

« Appliances — Include sink, refrigerator, oven, and cooktop
locations.



Note Obstacles &

Structural Details

Select Your Ideal
Kitchen Layout
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If there are beams, soffits, columns, or angled ceilings, include
these in your sketch with detailed measurements. These fea-
tures may impact cabinet height or placement and are crucial
for a functional design.

* Beams & soffits — Mark overhead structures.

« Columns or angled walls — Note any irregularities in wall
shapes.

« HVAC vents — Callout and clearly mark the placement of
floor and ceiling registers.

» Bulkheads — Measure and indicate any obstructions,
partitions, or dividers.

Double-Check Your
Measurements
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Review all your measurements to ensure accuracy. Mistakes in
measurement can lead to delays or costly adjustments during
installation. Double-checking now saves time later.

« Verify wall lengths — Sum up wall measurements to match
total room width.

« Compare notes — Check that doors and windows align with
adjacent walls.

« Review photos — Ensure all structural details are captured.
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Now that you have a detailed floor plan with accurate
measurements, it’s time to determine the best kitchen layout
for your space. If your kitchen is 10x10 feet, most layouts
should be an option. However, the right design depends on
how you use your space. Do you need more prep room?
Better traffic flow? A dedicated area for entertaining? Think
about the challenges of your current kitchen and how a new
layout can improve both function and style. The most common
kitchen configurations include:

- L-Shaped - A flexible, open layout ideal for both small and
large kitchens.

* U-Shaped — Maximizes storage and counter space with
three connected walls of cabinetry.

* G-Shaped — Similar to a U-shape but with an added
peninsula for extra seating or workspace.

* Single-Wall — A compact and streamlined option, often used
in apartments or smaller homes.

* Galley — A highly efficient design featuring two parallel
counters, great for smaller spaces.

* Island — Adds a central workspace or seating area, best for
larger kitchens with open floor plans.
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Design Preferences (V]

Now that your measurements are complete, it’s time to
personalize your space. Selecting the right cabinet style,
colors, and accessories will bring your vision to life while
ensuring functionality meets your needs. Consider your pre-
ferred aesthetic—whether modern, classic, or rustic—as well
as practical elements like storage solutions and countertop
materials. These choices will help our designers craft a layout
that perfectly balances style, efficiency, and your budget.

* Cabinet Style — Choose from shaker, raised panel, or
modern slab styles. View DKD’s offerings.

Color & Finish — Classic whites, warm woods, deep blues,
or trendy greens? View DKD colors & finishes.

Solid or Glass Front Cabinets — Decide whether you prefer
the classic look of solid cabinet doors or the openness of
glass-front cabinets, which can showcase dishware and add
visual interest.

Hardware — Sleek modern handles or timeless knobs, or a
mix used?

Countertops — Quartz, granite, butcher block, or other
materials?

Backsplash Options — Decide on tile, stone, or other
materials to complement your cabinets.

Flooring — Think about wood, tile, or luxury vinyl that best
suits your design.

Moulding Considerations — Enhance your cabinetry with
crown moulding, light rail moulding, or decorative trim to
achieve a polished, custom look that suits your style.

Helpful Terms Your DKD Designer
May Use During Your Consultation

Upper Cabinets
Light Rail Scribe Crown Soffit
Base Cabinets
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Base Toe Kick Outside Corner Filler

nhance Your Kitchen

ith Accessories
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The right accessories can elevate both the functionality and
aesthetics of your kitchen. From maximizing storage to adding
elegant design touches, these features help create a space
that is both practical and beautiful. As you finalize your kitchen
design, consider including these accessory options to make
your space more efficient and tailored to your needs. Have
questions about available options? Be sure to ask your
Discount Kitchen Direct designer.

Functionality, Style & Storage:

- Soft-Close Doors & Drawers — Prevent slamming and
ensure a smooth, quiet close.

« Trash Can Pullout — Keep waste bins hidden yet easily
accessible.

- Spice Racks — Built-in spice organizers for convenient
seasoning access.

- Pots & Pans Storage — Deep drawers or pullout shelves for
heavy cookware.

« Cutlery & Utensil Dividers — Custom inserts to keep drawers
neat and organized.

- Tray & Baking Sheet Dividers — Vertical storage for trays,
cutting boards, and baking sheets.

« Lazy Susans — Rotating corner solutions for maximizing
cabinet space.

+ Rollout Shelves — Smooth-gliding shelves for easy access to
deep cabinets.

« Sink Tilt-Out Trays — Small, hidden compartments under the
sink for sponges and cleaning tools.

« Corbels & Decorative Supports — Perfect for islands and
open shelving accents.

« Furniture-Style Cabinet Feet & Legs — Create a custom,
freestanding furniture aesthetic.

Trash Can

Spice Rack


https://www.discountkitchendirect.com/all-styles-and-colors/
https://www.discountkitchendirect.com/all-styles-and-colors/

Now You Are Ready to Submit Your Measurements and Details

Once you've gathered all your measurements and sketched your layout, take clear photos of your space and send them along with
your drawing and any personal preferences to our design team. The more details you provide, the better we can create a custom
design for you!

« Scan or take a photo of your drawing — Scan or take a photo of your room sketch. Ensure all numbers are legible.
« Include room photos — Provide different angles for reference via upload or link.
« Note appliance specs - If possible, share make, model, and dimensions for accuracy.

I’m Ready to Start My Free Design

Need additional help? Our Discount Kitchen Direct team is available to answer your questions. Contact us any time.

Gathering The Details: Graphing Chart for Room Sketch and Measurements
To ensure accuracy in your cabinet layout, use the graphing chart provided to sketch your space. This grid will help you create a
to-scale drawing of your kitchen, bathroom, or any other room where cabinets will be installed. (NOTE: | |= 6”)


https://www.discountkitchendirect.com/kitchen-design-installation/#start
https://www.discountkitchendirect.com/contact-discount-kitchen-direct/

Gathering the Details: Appliance & Fixture Information

Accurate appliance measurements are key to creating a functional and seamless cabinet layout. Use the table below to record the
dimensions of your major appliances. Be sure to note width, height, and depth, as well as any clearance requirements. Providing
these details ensures our designers can plan a layout that accommodates your appliances perfectly while maximizing your space.

f Required Ventilation Additional Notes

Sink
Drop-in, undermount, apron front
kitchen, bar, and/or utility

Refrigerator
Width, height, depth, and
required ventilation space

Oven/Range
Overall dimensions and space
for slide-in or freestanding models

Cooktop
Width and depth, plus clearance
for ventilation

Microwave
Built-in, over-the-range, or
countertop dimensions

Dishwasher
Standard or compact width,
height, and depth

Range Hood/Ventilation System
Width, height, depth, and mounting
requirements.

Recirculating or vented?

Wall Oven(s)
Single or double oven dimensions
and cutout size

Warming Drawer
If applicable, note width and height

Wine Cooler/Beverage Fridge
Width, height, and depth

Trash Compactor
If included, ensure space is measured

Washer & Dryer
For laundry rooms, note side-by-side
or stacked dimensions

Other
Please let us know if you have other
appliances to note

Door 1

Door 2

Door 3

Window 1

Window 2

Window 3

Additional Element

Additional Element

Additional Element




